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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 5/9/2008 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

In pages 19-20 of the remarks, applicant argued that while 
the invention is directed to data transfers between mobile 
stations, the prior art of Sigler is directed towards voice 
calls between mobile phone users is not persuasive because 
Sigler in col. 4 lines 26-31 recite that the network supports 
both voice and data operation. 

In response to applicant's argument in pages 21-25 that the 
references fail to show certain features of applicant's 
invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant 
relies (i.e., the use of a very low bandwidth connection 
permanently maintained between the mobile station and its 
corresponding BTS) are not recited in the rejected claim (s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read 
into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993) . 

In response to applicant's arguments in pages 26-35 against 
the references individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by 
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attacking references individually where the rejections are based 
on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 
208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 
USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 line 11 and likewise claims 11, 12, 22, 28, 36, 
40, 44, and 45, which recite a/the "respective maintained 
communication links" is not clear as to with respective to what 
maintained links; further it lacks clear antecedent basis 
because no respective maintained communication links have been 
previously recited in the claims and therefore the limitation is 
not clearly understood. 
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Claims 2-10, 13-21, 23-27, 29-35, 37-39, 41-43, 46-55 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph because they 
depend from rejected claims 1, 11, 12, 22, 28, 36, 40, 44, and 
45, respectively. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 



5. Claims 1-3, 5, 10-15, 22-24, 26-27, 28, 36-38, 40-42, 44- 
45, 47-48, 50, and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Sigler et al . (6,477,370). 



Regarding claims 1, 11, 12, 22, 26, 28, 36, 40, 44, and 45: 



Sigler disclose a method for controlling data unit 
communications between a plurality of mobile stations in a 
network comprising: 
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enabling grouping of at least two of the plurality of 
mobile stations as members of a private network group; and 

enabling determination of whether a first mobile station 
and a second mobile station are members of the private network 
group (the abstract recite the controller for providing 
communication between multiple users in a closed user group 
arrangement in a mobile communication system) ; and 

enabling communication of data units from the first 
mobile station to the second mobile station through a 
maintained communication link between the first mobile 
station and the second mobile station that, once 
established is maintained throughout a session (col. 9 
lines 6-63 recite the integrated mobile telephone system, 
typically used by public services and law enforcement 
agencies, behaving like a radio multi-party line whereby 
each party of the closed user group CUG can transmit and 
receive from other member of the group; and col. 31 line 66 
to col. 32 line ii recite transmission being enabled only 

if the mobile terminal is a member of the closed user group 
network identifier NET ID) ; wherein 

communications is between a first set of at least one 
mobile telephone station and a second set of at least one fixed 
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wire telephone station (Fig. 1 shows the mobile users and the 
PSTN, i.e. fixed wire telephone stationas in claim 12) . 

Regarding claims 2-3, 5, 13-15, 23-24, 37-38, 41-42, 47-48, 50: 

Sigler disclose wherein each of the mobike stations has a 
corresponding Home Location Registration (HLR) or node 
registration; 

the enabling grouping of at least two of the plurality of 
mobile stations as members of a private network group comprises 
enabling listing of the HLRs or node registration of the at 
least two mobile stations within a private network group table; 
and 

the enabling determination of whether a first mobile 
station and a second mobile station are members of the private 
network group comprises enabling determination of whether, the 
HLRs or node registration of the first and second mobile 
stations are both listed within the private network group table 
(col. 37 line 64 to col. 38 line 11 and col. 38 lines 45-59 
recite the user validation process includes registration of the 
mobile terminal and whereby the mobile terminal registers to 
become a subscriber of the system by sending registration 
information which are entered into the management information 
system; col. 43 lines 37-41 and col. 52 line 51 recite the 
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serial number of the mobile terminal used by the home cellular 
carrier and the Home Location Register HLR; further, col. 
31. lines 22- 32 recite checking whether the received NET ID 
matches the NET IDs assigned to the mobile terminal and if it 
does not match ignoring the reception) . 

Regarding claim 27: 

Sigler disclose wherein at least one of the plurality of 
apparatus is a server coupled to a Local Area Network LAN (Fig. 
1 shows the gateway station coupled to the PSTN reads on a 
server coupling to a LAN) . 

Regarding claims 10 and 55: 

Sigler disclose an error signaler that sends an error 
signal to the first mobile station if the first and second 
mobile stations are not both members of the private network 
group (col. 26 lines 31-39 recite checking for errors as in 
claims 10 and 55) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 

disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 

art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 

the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 

art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 

negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In 

considering patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), 

the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 

claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 

therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 

Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to 

point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that 

was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 

order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 

U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 

art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 9, 16, 18, 25, and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Sigler et al . (6,477,370) in 
view of Hall et al . (6,032,051). 

Sigler et al . disclose the wireless network described in 
paragraph 5 of this office action. Sigler et al . disclose all 
the subject matter of the claimed invention with the exception 
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of means for sending a bandwidth request signal prior to 
enabling communications of the data unit if the second mobile 
station has insufficient bandwidth capabilities to receiver the 
data unit on the respective maintained communication link of the 
second mobile station as in claims 9, 54; and wherein the means 
for enabling communication of the data unit from the first 
telephone station to the second telephone station comprises 
means for attaching a header to the data unit, the header 
comprising a data address corresponding to a second apparatus 
coupled to the second telephone station as a destination 
address; and means for outputting a resulting data unit to a 
data network for routing as in claims 16, 25. Although Sigler 
et al. did not recite wherein the second apparatus is a server 
coupled to a Local Area Network (LAN) . The examiner takes 
official notice that the use of a server for coupling a LAN is 
well-know in the art of communications network as in claim 18. 

Hall et al. from the same or similar fields of endeavor 
teach that it is known to provide the means for sending a 
bandwidth request signal prior to enabling communications of the 
data unit if the second mobile station has insufficient 
bandwidth capabilities to receiver the data unit on the 
respective maintained communication link of the second mobile 
station (see col. 1 lines 53-67 which recite checking status of 
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group member to determine whether or not the group member is 
busy reads on sending a request signal prior to enabling 
communications as in claims 9, 54). Hall et al . disclose 
wherein the means for enabling communication of the data unit 
from the first telephone station to the second telephone station 
comprises means for attaching a header to the data unit, the 
header comprising a data address corresponding to a second 
apparatus coupled to the second telephone station as a 
destination address; and means for outputting a resulting data 
unit to a data network for routing (col. 1 lines 33-37 recite 
the data being packet data clearly anticipate the use of a 
header at the data unit as in claim 16) . 

Thus, it would have been obvious to the person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the means for sending a bandwidth request signal prior 
to enabling communications of the data unit if the second mobile 
station has insufficient bandwidth capabilities to receiver the 
data unit on the respective maintained communication link of the 
second mobile station as taught by Hall et al . in the 
communications system and method Of Sigler et al . The means for 
sending a bandwidth request signal prior to enabling 
communications of the data unit if the second mobile station has 
insufficient bandwidth capabilities to receiver the data unit on 
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the respective maintained communication link of the second 
mobile station can be implemented by connecting means for 
sending a bandwidth request signal of Hall et al . to the system 
and control of Sigler et al . The motivation for connecting the 
means for sending a bandwidth request signal as taught by Hall 
et al. in the communication system and method of Sigler et al . 
being that it provides more reliability for the system since 
sufficient bandwidth capabilities is guaranteed before enabling 
communication to the second station. 

8. Claims 4, 17, 30, and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Sigler et al . (6,477,370) in 
view of Fraccaroli (6,549,768). 

Sigler et al . disclose the wireless network described in 
paragraph 5 of this office action. Sigler et al . disclose all 
the subject matter of the claimed invention with the exception 
of a mobile switching center in communication with the apparatus 
and the radio network controller, the mobile switching center 
comprising means for controlling the switching operations of the 
wireless network within a predefined cell cluster as in claim 
30; and wherein the data addresses are Internet Protocol (IP) 
addresses as in claims 4, 17, 49. 
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Fraccaroli from the same or similar fields of endeavor 
teach that it is known to provide the mobile switching center in 
communication with the apparatus and the radio network 
controller, the mobile switching center comprising means for 
controlling the switching operations of the wireless network 
within a predefined cell cluster (Fig. 1 shows the server 106 
coupled to the network and the mobile switching center 104 for 
controlling the switching operations; further Fig. 1 shows the 
mobile switching center 104 in communication with the base 
station controller BSC as recited in col. 3 lines 56-63 as in 
claim 30) . Fraccaroli disclose wherein the data addresses are 
Internet Protocol (IP) addresses (the abstract recite the 
communication network being connected to the Internet as in 
claims 4, 17, 49) . 

Thus, it would have been obvious to the person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the mobile switching center in communication With the 
apparatus and the radio network controller, the mobile switching 
center comprising means for controlling the switching operations 
of the wireless network within a predefined cell cluster as 
taught by Fraccaroli in the apparatus for group calls of Sigler 
et al . 
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The motivation for providing the mobile switching center in 
communication with the apparatus and the radio network 
controller, the mobile switching center comprising means for 
controlling the switching operations of the wireless network 
within a predefined cell cluster as taught by Fraccaroli in the 
apparatus for grouping calls of Sigler et al . being that it 
provides more efficiency of design by using the mobile switching 
center for controlling the switching operations of the wireless 
network within a predefined cell cluster. 

9. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sigler et al . (6,477,370) in view of 
Hamalainen et al . (6,249,584). 

Sigler et al . disclose the wireless network described in 
paragraph 3 of this office action. Sigler et al . disclose all 
the subject matter of the claimed invention with the exception 
of wherein at least one of the mobile stations comprises a 
personal computer with a wireless modem. 

Hamalainen et al . from the same or similar fields of 
endeavor teach that it is known to provide at least one of the 
mobile stations comprising a personal computer with a wireless 
modem (see col. 6 lines 24-60). Thus, it would have been 
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obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide at least one of the 
mobile stations comprising a personal computer with a wireless 
modem as taught by Hamalainen et al . in the wireless network of 
Sigler et al . The at least one of the mobile stations 
comprising a personal computer with a wireless modem can be 
implemented by connecting the personal computer with a wireless 
modem of Hamalainen et al . in the mobile station of Sigler et 
al. The motivation for providing at least one of the mobile 
stations comprising a personal computer with a wireless modem as 
taught by Hamalainen et al . in the wireless network of Sigler et 
al. being that it provides the added feature of connecting a 
personal computer or data terminal into the wireless network of 
Sigler et al . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 6-8, 19-21, 29, 32-35, 39, 43, 46, and 51-53 would 
be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection (s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and 
to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 



Conclusion 
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11. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to SHICK C. 
HOM whose telephone number is (571)272-3173. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Pham Chi can be reached 
on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300 . 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Chi H Pham/ 
Supervisory Patent 
Examiner, Art Unit 2616 
7/15/08 
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